Kennet Valley Voices
Term 2 - December 2018
What a fantastic Term we have had at Kennet Valley School. The children, parents, staff and
governors have been busy for weeks, all getting ready for our Christmas celebrations, such as The
Christmas Fayre, the Nativity play, the Carol Service and going to the Pantomime. All this has
been going on while the children have continued to work hard in class on the Eco Warrior Topic.
We have continued to have several open days and have welcomed lots of people into the school to
have a tour ready for the coming year. We have also had or usual ‘Stay and Play’ sessions, Little
Angels and Toddler groups in the hall.
The highlights for the staff and children were the wonderful nativity and Carol Service on the 12th
and 14th Dec. I have heard form several people that the younger children did an incredible
performance of ’Born in a Barn’, and I was very sorry to have missed it. The Carol Service on
Friday 14th Dec, led by year 4, 5 and 6 was a very moving event with beautiful singing and story
telling. I am very proud of all the children in our marvellous school and of all the hard work that
the children and staff do to ensure that these events are
amazing.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all and
very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year.
Thank you for your continuing support of the school - I look
forward to seeing you all in 2019!

Musical Achievements
My Cello Exam

My Clarinet Exam

On Thursday 29th October I had my Grade 1 Cello exam.
It was absolutely terrifying! When I arrived at the
building my mum had a good chinwag with a lady that
she knew, while I sat shaking in my seat. In a little while,
I was called to have to exam. “ARRRRRRH!” I screamed
(in my head, of course).

In November I had my
clarinet exam for Grade
1.

I clomped down the stairs in my bright pink Doc Martins,
my cello in one hand and bow in the other (my mum
carried my music). My first test was to play three pieces of
music with my mum - A Practise Reel, Rocking Horse and
Banaha. Then my mum left the room. I took a deep
breath, wiped my sweaty forehead and played.
Hoping that it went well I stomped into the waiting room
again. As I started to pack away my cello I felt relived Was I glad it was over!
Since the exam I have found out that I passed
with a Merit - I feel really pleased with myself.
By Jemima Osborn.

I was very nervous when
I was sat in the waiting room with
my mum. I set up my clarinet and
began to fell ok. Then a girl came
out and told me that the examiner
was really nice so I began to feel
more confident. I was called in so I
felt nervous all over again. I was
shaking when I began to play. I had
to play 4 songs - Mock Trumpet,
Space March, Hatigiva, and a set of
scales. When I finished and came out
I felt so proud of myself.
Since the exam I have found out that
I passed with a distinction.
By Archie Jones

Collective Worship
This term we have
started the new
Sharing Collective
Worships on a Friday.
It has been fantastic to see our children come up
to share their work with the rest of the school
and with the parents that have been able to
come in to join us. These will continue in Term 3
so please come along at
9am on a Friday to find
out what each of the
classes have been up to
during the week.

On the 6th
December
the whole
school
travelled to
the Watermill Theatre to
watch their production of
Robin Hood. It was a
fantastic afternoon out
together, with lots of laughter and a good time
was had by all. Thank you to all the staff,
governors and parents who came along with
us. We are already looking forward to going to
watching next years production of “The Prince
and the Pauper”.

Gang Show!
Scouts, Guides, Brownies, Cubs and their leaders had been invited to perform in the Swindon Gang
Show! We had been rehearsing at Kingsdown School since the middle of the summer - that is four
months of practise (without counting August)
In our dress Rehearsal we had to try lots of different costumes on. We were allowed to bring in some
money for he tuck shop incase we got a little peckish! But we got told off if we ate in our costumes!
Choir
When we got to the Wyvern Theatre, we found out we were on the top floor! It was sooooooo
annoying because when we had choir we had to rush up and own the staircase as quickly as we
could so that we could get changed. We had to wear a blue tunic, black school-style trousers and a
black BAGGY t-shirt. Martha's was so colossal she had th wear it back-to-front. For Choir we sand
Walt Disney songs (hurray!)
It was so sad watching the last confetti bombs go off for th last time on the Saturday
evening show.
If you are in Girl Guiding or Scouting, give Gang Show a go next time. It is amazing
but be prepared for a long few months! It is worth it in the end.
By Jemima and Martha
Christmas Fayre

A HUGE thank you to the Friends Association and everyone who helped with the Christmas Fayre
this year. It was a fantastic night and the school was packed with children,
parents, grandparents, staff, governors and visitors to the village. We were
very lucky to be joined by MAD (Marlborough Academy of Dance and
Drama), who sang a medley of songs for us. There was a huge range of
stalls, including a tombola, sand art, reindeer food making,
second-hand books and glitter tattoos - my personal
favourite. There was also mulled cider or hot chocolate and
amazing burgers to eat. Thank you to everyone who helped,
gave donations and attended this brilliant event.

Gymnastics
This term, in Hedgehogs, the
children have been exploring
the equipment in the hall and
have been building their skills
in gymnastics. Mrs Morgan is
very proud of how hard they
work in these sessions and
how sensible they are when using the equipment. They have also been using the boxes to jump off, creating
shapes in the air. Next term they will be have a dance and creative movement session on a Monday afternoon with Mrs Morgan.
Eco Warrior School work and Homework.
This term the topic was called Eco-Warriors. The classes looked
at being more environmentally friendly and researched aspects
of recycling. The homework was also linked to this topic and
the children brought in lots of amazing work. During their topic
works classes completed a wide range of activities which
included …


The Water cycle and how to reuse water.



Plastic Waste - fact files and research



Completing school surveys on recycling



Junk modelling using recycled materials



Letters to Teresa May about recycling issues Writing



Letters based on the book “Dear Green Peace”



Designing an Eco-Friendly attraction - linked to a maths.

Survey of litter in the local area - this was used for data
handling in maths




Persuasive writing about recycling



Poems linked to recycling

Shopping baskets - What could we use instead of
plastic



Building a recycling train - linked to a maths

All the children will receive a homework certificate for this
term. The gallery of work and homework will be on again in wk5 and 6 of term 3.

Term 3 Topic - Next term the topic is called “Tell me a story” - all
about story telling from different times and places. The older
children will be looking at Shakespeare and retelling familiar
stories, while the younger classes will look at superheroes and well
known stories such as the Hungry Caterpillar. Classes will be
looking at the local area and finding out about famous people from the past
such as Florence Nightingale. We will be having a music week towards the
end of the term. The other big excitement will be Year 6 travelling to
Kingswood for the a week in February. We all hope that they have an
amazing time. Our School value in term 3 is Courage.
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Monday 7th January 2019 - First day of term 3
Wednesday January 9th - Stay & Play (2,3&4 year olds) 9.15am-10.30am
Wednesday 9th January - PE at school - NOT Kennet Valley Hall. Please collect from SCHOOL
Friday 11th January - Kennet Valley Toddlers 10.00-11.30am
Wednesday 16th January - PE at Kennet Valley Hall
Thursday 17th January - Little Angels

Wednesday 23rd January - Accelerated Maths, St Johns School (Invited Year 6 Students)
Wednesday 23rd January - PE at Kennet Valley Hall
Friday 25th January - Kennet Valley Toddlers 10.00 -11.30am
Friday 25th January - Year 4 Cake Sale 2.30pm
Wednesday 30th January - PE at Kennet Valley Hall
Thursday 31st January - Little Angels
Friday 1st February - School Nurse Visit FS2 (Height, Weight, Eyes & Ears)
Tuesday 5th February - Wiltshire Police in to conduct E Safety Assemblies

Wednesday 6th February - PE at Kennet Valley Hall
Friday 8th February - Kennet Valley Toddlers 10.00am - 11.30am
Friday 8th February - Friends of KVS Disco (more info to follow)
Monday 11th Friday 15th February - Year 6 Kingswood Residential Trip
Tuesday 12th February - Reception & KS1 Collective Worship - All Invited
Wednesday 13th February - Sports Leader Training at St Katherine's (Selected Year 6 Students)
Wednesday 13th February - PE at Kennet Valley Hall
Thursday 14th February - Little Angels

Thursday 14th February - Year 4 Handball Festival (more info to follow)
Friday 15th February - Year 6 Students return from Kingswood
Friday 15th February - Last Day of Term 3
Monday 25th February - First Day of Term 4

