
 
 

Kennet Valley Voices 
Term 2 - November 2018 

We have had a busy start to Term 2 with the beginning of our new topic 
‘Eco-Warriors’. Each class will be looking at different topics linked to 
recycling and keeping our world a happy, healthy place to be.  

As many of you will know, we ended Term 1 with a fantastic gallery of all 
the children’s work. This was attended by 39 parents and family members, 
many of which gave the school some fantastic feedback about the gallery and our history 

week that had just ended. We will have another gallery at the end of T2 and hope to see many of you 
there.  

I was immensely proud of all of the children who took part in the Tree Dedication Ceremony on Sunday 
11th November and I was also very grateful to all of the Friends Association who helped 
with their delicious tea and cakes during the afternoon.  It was terrific to see our school 
joining with the local residents to commemorate this important event.  

Later in the term we will be having our annual Nativity with Reception, Yr1, 2 and 3, and 
a Carol Service with Year 4, 5 and 6. I hope that we will see lots of you at these lovely 
occasions.                                                                                           Many thanks - Mrs Russell  

Tree Dedication Service at Kennet Valley Hall.  

Pupils, staff and families from KVS joined 
members of the local Kennet Valley 
Community at the Kennet Valley Hall on 
Sunday 11th November to remember those 
who fell in the First World War from the 
villages of Fyfield, Lockeridge, West Overton 
and East Kennett.  A copse of trees has been 
planted as a memorial to the men, and a 
plaque was unveiled. A dedication service was led by Maria, the Last Post was 
played, and Kennet Valley children recited poems they had written.  Christian 
Smith read out the names of the fallen men.  After the service, Kennet Valley pupils 

led the community in singing songs from the First World War, including Tipperary and Pack up your 
Troubles.  Tea and cakes were organised by the Friends of Kennet Valley School and were enjoyed by all.  
Donations towards the cakes raised over £180 which has been given to support the Fyfield Lych Gate 
restoration fund – the Lych Gate at St Nicholas’ Church records the names of the 23 men from the Kennet 
Valley who fell in the First World War. It was a lovely afternoon which brought the school together with 
the local community.  Thanks to all those who baked cakes and helped organise the event, and to all the 
children who families who attended.             

By Mrs Diddams  

St Nicholas’ Church, Fyfield, as it appeared c.1900-
1930, drawn by Charles George Harper 

 

 

 



 
Being Confirmed  - This month Archie and Freddie, and their older Brother Monty were confirmed at Salisbury 
Cathedral by Bishop Nicholas. It was a very exciting day and all three of the boys had been attending 
confirmation class with Maria in school for several months. I know that they are very thoughtful young men 
and I was delighted to hear that they had felt confident enough to have a long conversation with Bishop 
Nicholas and have even invited him to come and visit us in the future.  

Archie wrote the following report about his confirmation; 

I was very nervous but when Maria tapped me on the shoulder and said “It will be alright”, and I felt alright 
straight away. Then Bishop Nicholas walked into the circle and said a couple of important things. Then the 
circle moved up to the font and we were splashed with the water and talked about remembering our 

Baptism.  

Then we moved to the bottom of the spire and then we were confirmed. The Bishop 
said “ Do you believe in God?” and I replied “Yes”. We walked back to our families 
and I told my gran that I had been confirmed.  

If you or your children would be interested in being conformed in the future, please 
talk to Mrs Russell or Maria.  

By way of introduction to those of you who don’t know me – I’m Toby and Ned’s Dad!  
With Toby in Yr. 2 and Ned is in Yr. 1 I feel that I have come to know the school pretty 
well, especially as some of those close to me (my wife Lynzey and lifelong friend Clare, 
aka, Mrs Porter) colluded in a plot to get me into the Friends Association!  Just go to 
the AGM they said, you don’t have to do anything they said and here I am now – the 
vice chair!!!! I’m not going to lie, at that first meeting I resembled a rabbit caught in 
the headlights, but as it would appear I had no choice (can anyone really say no to 
Mrs Porter?) I decided to just get on with it – and you know?  I’m glad I did!  Once I 
got into the swing of things I realised what a really great team of people make up the 
Friends committee, each with different strengths but each with one common goal – to 
help school!  At this point I should just do a shout out for a few more Dads!!!!! Yes, I know you are all out 
there and honestly with all these ladies I could do with a bit of male support at times – it’s all a bit 
different now so don’t be worried that you’ll end up as Vice chair in 2 years time like I’ve done – unless 
your volunteering obviously!! 

You may have seen all the documents that Friends have sent out recently, but you might not have read 
them all, I guess I possibly wouldn’t have done if I was you!  So here is some of it in short – we now have 
two groups, those few that are on the committee with me – we have all the meetings and organise 
everything but now we also have a helpers group – and this is really where we could do with a few more 
of you Dad’s that are lurking out there.  You can simply volunteer help on a particular event that interests 
you and then not for another – it’s really that easy – so come on lets have some details!!!! 

Like many in this area I have lived here my entire life and one of the reasons I am so happy to bring my 
kids up here and have them at this school is the community spirit that grabs you as soon as you arrive.  As 
many of you will know Friends were involved with two events recently, a posh curry night, where we 
raised money not only for school but also the Wiltshire Community Foundation who do vital work in our 
area.  Later we turned it from luxury India restaurant to patriotic English tea room, ready for the WW1 
tree dedication ceremony on Sunday 11th November. The curry evening was a great success and it was 
fantastic to see so many supporters that were nothing to do with the school as well as those that were.  On 
Remembrance Sunday we provided tea and cakes for the Kennet Valley Hall and helped to raise money 
for the Lych Gate at West Overton.  Once again it was supported by the local community and the school 
and it was great for the children to be able to show off all their hard work, with art, singing and reading 
of prayers.  

So as you can see, although it is sometimes hard work we have a great laugh, remember you can be as 
much or as little involved as you want – but please just be involved!                           By Mr Paradise  



 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE     
Friday 21st December 2018 

ALL WELCOME 

Please join us at St Michael & All Angels 
Church, West Overton before the service 

for tea, coffee and a mince pie from 
1.30pm. 

The service will follow at approx. 2pm. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Collective Worship 

We are making some changes to our Collective 
Worships in the coming terms.  

From Monday 26th November the certificates, that 
are usually given out on a Friday, will be given out 
throughout the week and we will be having a Sharing 
Collective Worship on a Friday. This will mean that 
each week 2 or 3 children from each class will share 
some of their work from the past week and will talk 
about the activities that they have completed. 

We would warmly welcome parents to join us for 
these Friday Collective Worships, from 9.05am, to see 
what each class has been up to!  

We will also award our Birthday and Star of the 
Week certificates on a Friday morning.  

This week …  

On Thursday 
22nd 
November 
Year 3 led our 
Collective 
Worship, 
where they talked to the school about kindness and 
generosity. They were fantastic, and I particularly 
enjoyed hearing them ask questions about kindness  
to the rest of the school, and hearing the range of 

answers given 
to them.  

Thank you to 
the parents 
that were able 
to join us.  

Reading Awards  

As you know the reading 
awards are based on Roald 
Dahl this year, with children 
earning certificates for every 
20 reads that they complete at home.  

So far 58% of children have 
gained their first certificate 
and ‘Twits’ pencil. 39% 
have reached 40 reads and 
8% have reached their 60 
reads. A huge well done to 

all of the children for reaching these 
milestones. Please keep encouraging your 
child to read at home and remember to 
sign off their reading so 
that they can get the 
rewards that they 
deserve.  

Cold days and dark evenings 

Just a quick reminder to ask all 
parents to make sure that 
children have a warm coat, hat 
and gloves for the colder days 
which we are now experiencing.  

We would also like 
to remind you that all children must 
bring their high-vis jackets to school 
daily, not just on days when we are 
walking to the village hall or the 
church.    Many thanks 



 
 

D  A  T  E  S      F  O  R      Y  O U  R      D  I  A  R  Y 

Thursday 29th November - Stay & Play (2,3 & 4 year olds) - 9.15am-10.30am 

Friday 30th November - Year 2 Cake Sale 

Monday 3rd December - Teacher Training Day -  SCHOOL CLOSED TO CHILDREN 

Tuesday 4th December - Year 5 Collective Worship 9.00am ALL WELCOME 

Thursday 6th December - Whole school trip to Christmas Pantomime - Robin Hood 

Saturday 8th December - West Overton Church Christmas Fayre 

Monday 10th December - R, 1, 2 & 3 Nativity rehearsal KVH 8.30am - 11.30am  

Tuesday 11th December - R, 1, 2 & 3 Nativity rehearsal KVH 8.30am - 11.30am  

Tuesday 11th December - 4,5 & 6 Rehearsal at  WO church 8.30am - 11.30am 

Wednesday 12th December - Nativity play at KV Hall 6.00pm 

Friday 14th December - 4,5 & 6  Rehearsal at  WO church 8.30am - 11.30am 

Friday 14th December - 4,5 & 6 Christmas church service WO 6.00pm 

Wednesday 19th December - Stay & Play (2, 3 & 4 year olds) - 9.15am-10.30am 

Wednesday 19th - NO PE -  please collect from school 

Wednesday 19th December - Sue Brady Christmas Lunch!! 

Friday 21st December - Carol service to end of Term 2 - 
from 2pm  

Happy Christmas  
Monday 7th January 2019 - First day of term 3 

Friday 15th February  2019- Last day of term 3 

If you have any out-of-school news about your child, that you 
would like me to include in our newsletter, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me via email. Please include some information 
about the news (written by you or, even better, by them) and 

pictures that we can use as well.  

Thank you - Mrs Russell 


