
News from term 1 The Dragon Club has evolved with style over 

the last few years. We began from humble 

beginnings of one, two or sometimes three 

children to what is now an incredibly busy, 

vibrant and popular after school club. We 

have lots to do at the club, and are lucky to 

have heaps of games, puzzles and resources. 

We find the best made plans often go out of 

the window as we have learnt that 

spontaneous fun and games are much more 

fun! 

We spend as much time outside as we can 

and have recently moved ourselves into 

having a fruit and vegetable snack rather 

than a couple of biscuits, which is being 

embraced by the majority of children. We 

haven’t given up on biscuits altogether we 

are having a ‘biscuit day’ once a week, where 

we munch a biscuit before our fruit/veg. 

I am very lucky to be the leader of Dragon 

Club and spend time planning bingo, film and 

party events for the children to enjoy, its 

enormous fun to do and as the children love 

to come to the club it does make my job 

easier. My ‘motto’ is…”It’s the children’s 

club, let’s do what they want to do”, (within 

reason!) and it works, it works well. 

I asked some of the children for some 

quotes about Dragon Club and here’s what 

they said… 

Lola - Adventurous and lots of fun, I love it! 

Rupert O - Great, awesome, brilliant - I love 

the games and jigsaws, and we have a Wii. 

Freya C - Fun and exciting, Ruthie has plans 

every single day! 

Rupert S - Can I stay longer please Mum!?(a 

regular question) 

Riley - Its great at Dragons, I love playing 

outside and building with the Lego! 

Olivia - Ruthie and Michelle are lots of fun 

and make sure we have fun too!     By Ruthie  

Kennet Valley Voices 
What a fantastic start we have had 

this year! Classes have already been 

on school trips, we achieved a Silver 

Sports mark award and the new 

School Council has been elected.  

It has been lovely to welcome 5 new 

Reception children into the school, as 

well as Reuben and Amelia who have 

joined in the older classes.  

We are looking at Generosity as our 

Value of the term, and have a prayer 

tree in the main area of the school. We 

have also updated our ‘Star of the Week’ 

certificates to make them even more 

special to the hard-working individuals 

that receive them each week.  

Last term we started the ‘mile a day’ run in 

the morning, and have continued to do this. We are also becoming 

Super Movers - a BBC initiative  which allows children to practise key 

facts while dancing along.  

I look forward to seeing many of you at the harvest Festival on Friday 

5th October. There will be tea and coffee afterwards which I hope 

many of you will be able to stay for. Please remember if you would like 

to see me at any time please ring or pop into the school to make an 

appointment.        Mrs Russell   

When I went to see David Walliams (30 September 2018) people had started to 

queue up an hour before! When I went in there was a space at the front, so I got to 

sit roughly a metre away from David!  

He lost his microphone so he was 5 minutes late. He had to go without, but he was 

still really loud, and funny! He read us his story (The World’s Worst Children) in a 

really funny way. He said us children have lots of imagination, which is true. He 

said he had written a new book called “The Ice Monster” about a girl who finds a 

way to bring a woolly Mammoth back 

to life. Lots of people took pictures 

and it was amazing. My mum 

probably put half of her pictures on 

Facebook that night! David has grown 

a beard! It was his 10th anniversary 

since he wrote his first book, The Boy 

in the Dress. He has been writing 

longer than I’ve lived! He showed us 

letters that he was sent, and one was really funny: 

Dear David Walliams, I am writing to say I didn’t like your book, Billionaire Boy. 

It just wasn’t funny. I like all your other books though. Back to Billionaire Boy. It 

was rubbish. From Molly 

Ha! So funny! That was probably one of my favourite days.  By Jemima. 



 

A View from a Governor - I came into being a Governor at Kennet Valley School at the start of 2018, knowing very little about the education 

system.  Here was an entirely new world – a new set of acronyms and a new way of working and of course a new set of people, all of whom 

knew each other very well.  Being of the older generation and with grand children now at Primary school I knew I would have to work hard to 

get up to speed.  But I needn’t have worried! 

The entire atmosphere at Kennet Valley School is one of friendliness, helpfulness and caring.  From the very start I was surprised and delighted 

at the atmosphere running through the whole school.  Everyone made me feel welcome and no one was surprised when I asked simple and 

possibly silly questions.  All of the teachers seemed so very friendly and of course it helped with remembering names, that so many of them 

seemed to be called Sarah!!  One of the first tasks I was given was “to monitor and challenge the Head Teacher”.  I felt like a normal man in the 

street, who had suddenly been asked to comment critically on Mo Farah’s running technique. Fortunately to continue the analogy, I was not 

asked to go out for a run with Mo Farah! 

In my investigation I never cease to be amazed at how much work and effort all of the teachers and staff put into each day at the school.  I am 

also delighted at the open, friendly and confident manner of all of the children.  I know I was never half as engaging as them when I was that 

age! As a Governor, my aim is to help all at the school in any way possible and monitoring the Head Teacher has become a joy, not a trial.  

Much more is required and expected of Governors now and there is a lot to learn, but in the end it is all about the children and of course the 

staff too. 

Being linked to Year 6, one aspect I have particularly enjoyed is going on outside trips with the children.  This allows me actually to get to know 

some of them as well as interacting more closely with Miss Chalker.  Again it is wonderful to see the enthusiasm in everything the staff and 

children do.  It is clear the world is an exciting place and the school does so much to foster this.  The teachers and in particular the Head never 

stop thinking of new and wonderful ways of making the whole learning process thrilling and exciting. 

So 2019 will be an exciting and rewarding year I know.  I count myself extremely lucky to be involved with such a wonderful school, and I will 

look forward to the forthcoming classroom visits and learning walks that will increase my level of knowledge and allow me to ensure Year 6 

continues to go from strength to strength.         By Peter Barry - Foundation Governor 

Friends of KVS 
September 2018  
A cracking start to the school year as the Friends ran the pop-up café at this years 
hugely enjoyable Avebury Day. The café, along with Pony rides and temporary tattoos 
raised over £500. A big thank you to all those who volunteered and for all the donated 
cakes, the selection was quite something! 
Bag2School is a super way to raise money for the school and also have a good clear 
out of your unwanted clothes and toys. 404 Kilograms was collected and raised a 
whopping £161 which is a record for this event. So once again a huge thank you to 
everyone for supporting this. 
The children have already begun designing their Christmas cards this term, nice and 
early so that we can make the most out of this activity from a fundraising perspective 
and also so that we make sure everyone can be super organised for Christmas. Other 
items available to purchase with your child’s design on include, tea towels, gift tags, 
mugs, bags for life, money boxes, teddy bears and T-shirts. It’s a great way for 
everyone to support the school and to buy some super presents. Every child will 
receive a sample card. 
You may have noticed the smart new planters at the front of the school, thank you to 
the handiwork of Mark Paradise for these. A group is being set up to work together to 
organise the planting and the care, this will be a collaboration between some of the 
children and the Friends. We can’t wait to see what blooms! 
 
Coming Up! 
Friday 5 October – Harvest Festival at St Michael & All Angels Church in West Overton – 
9am. All are very welcome and the Friends will be serving Tea, Coffee & Biscuits 
afterwards so please don’t rush off!  
Thursday 18 October - Friends of KVS EGM (Extraordinary General Meeting) – 7.15pm 
ALL welcome. This will take place at school. Please see Parentmail for more detail. 
Saturday 10 November – East African Indian Cuisine Night – 7.30pm. 
Come and join us for a veritable feast of food brought to us by Foxglove & Ginger at the 
Kennet Valley Hall. Look out for the posters. 
Sunday 11 November – Remembrance Sunday - 2.15pm 
Living memorial tree dedication for the 100 years commemoration of 1918 on 
Remembrance Sunday. This will be followed by tea and songs sung by the children. The 
Friends Pop Up Café will be serving refreshments. 
Friday 16 November – Popcorn Club – after school 
More info to follow… 

SAVE THE DATE 
The Friends of KVS Christmas Fayre will be on Friday 23 November! 

More info to follow… 
              By Becky Tilley   

It has been fantastic to 

launch the new Roald 

Dahl Reading 

Challenge for this year 

and we have already 

had our first few 

certificates awarded to those children who have 

completed 20 reads. In addition, they received a 

Twits twig pencil for their brilliant reading 

efforts. I was greeted by another pile of reading 

passports this morning, all 

waiting to have their certificates 

awarded, and the response so 

far has been amazing.  

I thoroughly enjoyed helping to 

judge the Summer Holiday 

Writing Challenge. We had an amazing 

standard of writing to judge and it was really 

tricky trying to decide who should win a prize. 

A massive well done to everyone who entered, 

especially the Reception Hedgehogs, who wrote 

their stories before they’d even started at Kennet 

Valley – what superstars! I have heard 

enthusiastic stories from the children who went 

to see David Walliams, and I hope he has 

inspired them to keep up the great work with 

their 

storytelling.   

By Mrs Byford 

(Literacy 

Subject 

Leader)  



Sport 

The school is very proud of meeting the criteria for the Silver Sports 

Mark award that was achieved at the end of last term. 

Children continue to experience different sports during timetabled PE 

lessons as well as after school clubs and Dragons. We have 

committed this year to attend as many sporting events as possible, with all upper KS2 children 

attending at least one event. This will also include attending young leaders training, giving some 

children the opportunity to gain skills in both refereeing and overseeing different external sporting events. At the end of 

each term, all upper KS2 children will be given the opportunity, during our Wednesday whole school PE lessons, to lead 

an activity that they have planned. 

Through our Real PE programme, children at all key stages will continue to develop their own skills whilst building a 

positive team spirit. The use of Kennet Valley hall continues to be a real asset to our sporting curriculum. Children are 

able to transfer their skills that they have developed during Real PE on the school site, to team games at the hall. Children 

are also given the opportunity to engage in creative movement, social/team building games as well as yoga. All of the site 

is used, both inside and out. A recent quote from a child was that PE was “both fun and challenging”. There are plans in 

place to try and engage more children in physical activity beyond the timetabled lessons. We will also be developing links 

with different sports clubs and providers to broaden or sports provision even further. The aim for 2018-2019 is to go some 

way to achieving Gold Level with this mark being achieved by 2020    By Mrs Blackmore  

School Council  

To start off the elections we al had to stand up in front of the class and 
say  why we wanted to be on the school council.  

When I had my turn I spoke and said I wanted to be the treasurer.  

When everyone had spoken we all had to vote for who we wanted to 
choose. I was chosen to be the treasurer which I'm happy about as I like 

counting money. I was given a badge and a certificate.  

By Tamzin 

Foxes Class – The Imperial War Museum. 

We kicked this year off with an epic trip to the Imperial War 

Museum. All of the children enjoyed a tour of London as Mrs France 

pointed out the sights; including Harrods - of course!  

We were joined by Simon Jones and Dan Miles, our school 

governors, who were just as excited as the children to see the enormous 

gun canons at the front of the building. We had the luxury of exploring 

the museum before lunch and the children were able to discover artefacts 

ranging from tanks to the clothing worn by civilians in ‘The Curiosities of 

War’. 

After a hearty lunch, we ventured into the World War One exhibition and 

became immersed by the superb variety of interactive and preserved 

collections From ‘The Great War’. From trying on uniforms to walking 

through a replica trench, we were constantly 

surrounded by facts and displays that engaged the children. All of which has had a 

fantastic impact on their understanding throughout this terms topic. We were 

even able to squeeze in a walk around the ‘Family History’ and ‘A Secret War’ 

galleries, where we were able to show off our code breaking skills, learn about 

spies and explore the life of a family who lived during WW2. The day was jam-

packed and everybody had a fantastic time – What a superb way to start the new 

year!       By Miss Chalker  

On Friday it was the day that all the class 

had to make a speech for the school council. 

After everyone had finished their speeches 

we had to vote. The year 5 councillor is  

Felix and  the year 6 representative was Lily. 

The secretary is Thomas and the treasurer is 

Tamzin. The chair is me!  

By Archie.  



D  A  T  E  S      F  O  R      Y  O U  R      D  I  A  R  Y 

Friday 5th October  - Harvest Festival Service at West Overton Church 8.45am ALL WELCOME 

Wednesday 10th October - PE at Kennet Valley Hall 

Thursday 11th October - Flu vaccinations for R,1,2,3,4 & 5 (more info to follow) 

Monday 15th October - Friday 19th October - HISTORY WEEK 

Tuesday 16th October - Year 3 Collective Worship 9.00am at school ALL WELCOME 

Wednesday 17th October - PE at Kennet Valley Hall 

Thursday 18th October - Little Angels 10.15am-11.30am 

Friday  19th October - Year 5 & 6 Dodgeball Festival (Shalbourne School) 

Monday 22nd October - Year 6 pre-loved clothes and book sale, more info to follow 

Tuesday 23rd October - Stay & Play (2, 3 & 4 year olds) - 9.15am-10.30am 

Thursday 18th October - Dragon Event, more info to follow... 

Wednesday 24th October - No woodwind lessons 

WEDNESDAY 24TH OCTOBER - LAST DAY OF TERM 1 

Monday 5th November - 1st day of term 2 

Thursday 8th November - Little Angels 10.15 - 1130am 

Friday 9th November - Service of Remembrance, West Overton Church 8.45am ALL WELCOME 

Sunday 11th November - Remembrance Service, Kennet Valley Hall  at 2.15pm 

Monday 19th and Thursday 22nd  November - Parents Evening 3.30opm - 7.30pm 

Thursday 22nd November - Little Angels 10.15am -11.30am 

SAVE THE DATE... Friday 23rd November - Friends Christmas Fayre ...SAVE THE DATE 

Thursday 29th November - Stay & Play (2,3 & 4 year olds) - 9.15am-10.30am 

Thursday 29th November - Dragon Event, more info to follow… 

Friday 30th November - Year 2 Cake Sale 

Monday 3rd December - Teacher Training Day, SCHOOL CLOSED TO CHILDREN 

Tuesday 4th December - Year 5 Collective Worship 9.00am at school ALL WELCOME 

Thursday 6th December - whole school afternoon trip to Christmas Pantomime - Robin Hood 

Saturday 8th December - West Overton Church Christmas Fayre 

Monday 10th and  Tuesday 11th December R, 1, 2 & 3 Nativity rehearsal KVH 8.30am - 11.30am  

R, 1, 2 & 3 Nativity rehearsal KVH 8.30am - 11.30am  

Tuesday 11th December - 4,5 & 6 Nativity rehearsal at  WO church 8.30am - 11.30am 

Wednesday 12th December - Nativity play at KV Hall 6.00pm 

Friday 14th December - 4,5 & 6  Christmas rehearsal at  WO church 8.30am - 11.30am 

Friday 14th December - 4,5 & 6 Christmas church service WO 6.00pm 

Wednesday 19th December - Stay & Play (2, 3 & 4 year olds) - 9.15am-10.30am 

Wednesday 19th December - Sue Brady Christmas Lunch 


