
Curiosity, Compassion, Courage 
September 2022 

Kennet Valley C of E  VA Primary School 

We have had a good start back to the 
year, with our gorgeous new 
reception children happily starting in 
Wrens. We have also be joined by 6 
lovely children in other year groups —
all of which are settling well into the 
new Kennet Valley routines.  

Thank you to all the parents and 
carers that were able to come along to 
the Information Meetings on the 13th 
September. I hope that the meeting 
gave you an idea of the year ahead 
including information surrounding 
attendance and safeguarding within our school. I am adding notes to my presentation 
and plan to send it out to all parents in the near future. If you have any questions about 
school this year, please do not hesitate to contact myself or your child’s class teacher for 
some help.  

September has marked a milestone in my own life at Kennet Valley - I have now been at 
the school for 20 years! I originally joined the school for a term of supply in reception 
class, then converted to a full time permanent contact … and now they can’t get rid of 
me! In truth I have stayed at the school because I love being here, and to be the 
headteacher is a real honour. I am committed and passionate about ensuring Kennet 
Valley is a strong school, which continues to be an exciting place for children to learn 
and grow. I am, as always, incredibly grateful to the family of staff that I have here. All 
of the wonderful women that work in the school are just as dedicated to making sure 
your child's education is an inspiring as I am. I often describe Kennet as being a ‘a truly 
good place to be’ and ‘magical’ - this is because I think that our children are happy, safe 
and well cared for here. We know we make a positive difference to children’s lives with 
staff knowing the children really well. I hope that this shows in everything that we do. I 
work hard to ensure that the school community lives by our 3 values of Curiosity, 
Compassion and Courage - I hope that you would agree that we do this on a daily basis.  

I was very touched that the Governors gave me a present and card, alongside a 
certificate from the Diocese. A big thank you to them 
for marking this special anniversary.  

This year I will be sending out a monthly newsletter. 
You will also receive a separate dates lists throughout 
the year and other ‘Save the Date’ information for the 
different events that we will be holding.  

Please remember to come and speak  to me, or your 
class teacher, if you need any help or advice.                                   

Mrs Russell  



Art Fair  

Thank you to everyone who came 
along to support the 1st annual Arts 
Fair. It was a really lovely event and 
we were delighted to be joined by 
ten local professional artists over 
the weekend.  

For the Kennet Valley children, the weekend was also the end of a 
ART block at school. All of the children had worked exceptionally 
hard on different aspects of art - looking at different artists or using 
different materials and medium  - before creating their own pieces of art.  Much of their 

artwork was sold during the fair and, in addition to several 
kind donations,  we were delighted to raise approximately 
£450 which will used for equipment and resources for the 
classrooms.  

Thank you for your support with 
this event. We hope you loved it 
too.  

Buddies  

Every year our amazing Year 6 children act as buddies 
for the new reception pupils who have joined the 
school. Having a buddy means that the reception 
children always have someone to turn to in the 
playground or at lunchtime. They sit with their buddies 
in Collective Worship each day, and the year 6 work 
hard to ensure that they are good role models to these 
younger children.  

Year 6 go into Wrens class at 
different times to work with 
the younger children - often 
listening to them read or 
reading to them. A big thank 
you to all of the year 6 (and 
one year 5) who have started 
the year as great buddies. 

If you have any questions 
about the buddy system, please 
ask Mrs McQue.  



English Links  

This term two of our classes have started books linked to growing 
and changing - Harriers are using Jack and The Beanstalk and 
Kites are using The Promise as inspiration for their English 
Writing. Right at the start of their teaching/learning sequences 
all the children in these classes had an opportunity to plant seeds 
or beans. Harriers planted traditional runner beans, while Kites 
chose from Sage, Lavender or Chives. It was clear that the 
children loved this activity as a starter for the work on these 
lovely books and all of their plants are now growing really well. I 

am sure it wont be long 
before they are able to 
bring the plants home to 
you all. 

The classes have now gone 
on to looking at these books in depth, pulling them 
apart and using them as inspiration for the 
planning and writing of their own exciting, creative 
stories and tales. I am sure that you will join me in 
looking forward to being able to read them later in 
the term. 

We were very pleased to be joined by 
Alicia again this term for our Choir 
club. She  also ran workshops for all 
the children so that they had the 
chance to experience some of the 
activities that the Choir do each week. 
Each class had 1/2 hour with her and 
learnt a variety of warm up games and 
songs. Alicia will continue to run the 
Choir each week, although it will be 
swapping from a Thursday to a 
Tuesday next term. There is still plenty 
of space available in this club so if your 
child is in Year 3 - 6 and they would 
like to join, please book via Parentmail. 
More information about a Choir event 
in the October Newsletter! 

Wrens Challenges 

Each week in 
Wrens class the 
children are set a 
wide range of 
challenges to 
complete. These 
are linked to the 
different areas of 

the curriculum and are used to focus the 
children on tasks while they are using their  
continous provision time.  The challenges also 
ensure that children are completing a range of 
tasks, rather than only sticking to the activities 
that they like the most. The Wrens children have 
quickly learnt how to approach each task and 

Mrs McQue or Mrs 
Alexander collect 
evidence on the 
child’s seesaw 
account - which will 
allow parents to see 
their work too.  

The children also keep 
their own record of 
their achievements by 
adding stickers to the 
weekly chart.  




