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In March 2020, we had 

the pleasure of 

welcoming Ofsted to our 

school and were 

delighted to be graded as 

‘Good’. Our whole school community 

was immensely proud of this recognition.  

During their visit, Ofsted said that ‘Pupils 

are polite, courteous and cooperative. 

There is a family ethos in the school … 

pupils feel safe and cared for.’ Ofsted 

asked our parents to fill out a Parent 

View Survey. 98% of our parents said 

that they would recommend our school 

to another parent, and that their 

children were happy at the school. We 

are incredibly proud of our Ofsted rating 

and it is testament to all the hard work 

of the children, staff and governors and 

the dedication they show to our school. 

 
Choosing the right school for your child can be an 

exciting but daunting and emotional task. We wanted to 

take this opportunity to tell you more about our school 

in the heart of the Kennet Valley to see if we would be 

the right fit for your child. Our school offers a warm and 

caring environment, which nurtures our pupils as they 

begin their learning journey. Our curriculum and ethos 

help to create lifelong learners who have a thirst for 

knowledge and aspirations to be the best they can be. 

The partnership between you, the parents, and us, the 

educators, is a vital one that can make all the difference 

to your child’s progress as they move through school. 

Our school community is something that we feel is a real 

asset to everyone who 

belongs to it and we hope 

that you choose to be a part 

of it. 

Mrs Emma Russell, Head 

Teacher 

A few of our Early Years children had their fourth birthday at the 

very end of August and started school with us in September. 

Although they are our youngest pupils at Kennet Valley School, they 

have taken the first few weeks of school life in their stride and our 

planned approach has enabled them to thrive.  

“There is a family ethos in the school … 

pupils feel safe and cared for” 



Learning through Discovery and Play 
One of the most important things for us in the Early Years team is that your 

child is happy in their classroom and the wider school environment. The children 

enjoy the continous provision at school, with a variety of different play activities 

to develop their love of lifelong learning. We take lots of digital photos of their 

play and learning which you receive simultaneously via an app called Seesaw. This 

enables you to see exactly what they have been doing at school 

and what they are enjoying. Teachers and TAs work with 

children on their play activities to enable them to make more 

progress in school. All of the children in Wrens class have a 

daily phonic lesson and we, of course, regularly hear the 

children read. Children are encouraged to develop their writing through mark 

making and then through writing in their independent play activities.  

                     The KVS Early Years Team. 

PE and Outside 

Learning 

We love being outdoors at Kennet Valley School and children have lots 

of opportunities for outdoor learning and PE.  

In our Early Years classroom we have a safe outdoor area with a large 

range of equipment that children can access themselves. The children 

use the outdoor environment to enrich, explore and discover in all 

aspects of their learning. The staff in the classroom complete many of 

their observations while being outside with the children. 

PE is also very important at Kennet Valley. Every Wednesday all of the 

children leave our site and take a short walk up to the Kennet Valley 

Hall, where they take part in lots of different sports activities. All the 

children have the opportunity to work with the different staff within the 

school, which enables us to know them all very well, even if we 

wouldn't usually teach them on a day to day basis. Sports include 

football, rugby, handball, dodgeball, athletics, rounders, netball, dance 

and yoga to name a few!  



What do our 

children say about 

Early Years? 

What other fun things go on in our 

Early Years classroom? 

Early Years Classroom 

Our Reception children share their 

lovely classroom with the Year One  

children at Kennet Valley. This 

enables them to have mentors 

within the room, as well as being 

given a Year 6 buddy.  

They have their own covered 

outside area where our continous 

provision happens throughout the 

day, without the children having to 

worry about the weather.  

They also have a mud kitchen and 

play house, with a wide range of 

resources which they can access 

themselves The Early Years 

classroom has its own access to our 

spiritual garden. .  

Lunchtime and Playtime 

At KVS all of our children have 

breaktime and lunchtime together. 

This allows the youngest of our 

children to see their buddies on a 

daily basis and play with others in 

the different year groups.  

At lunchtime the children eat  

together in our lovely hall. Each 

table has at least two Year 5 and 6 

children on it. These children help 

the younger children to get their 

lunches and talk with them in a 

group.  

Music and the Arts 

Music is very popular at our school 

and children love nothing more 

than singing together and making 

music. We 

have an 

annual 

Carol 

Service at 

West 

Overton Church which is a highlight 

for children, staff, parents and 

grandparents. All of our children 

either perform in the annual 

Nativity play at the Kennet Valley 

Hall, or in the case of the older 

children retell the Christmas story 

in a different way at the church. 

Both of these events are very 

popular and our children work 

exceptionally hard to ensure that 

they are amazing to watch.  

Throughout the school there are 

also opportunities for children to 

have music lessons including guitar, 

ukulele, drums, clarinet, flute and 

the recorder.  

We have a bi-annual music concert 

where we welcome any child who 

plays an instrument to join. We also 

have “Kennet’s Got Talent”, where 

we love watching our children 

perform. In the past, these 

performances have included dance, 

martial arts, singing and acting. All 

children are welcomed and 

encouraged to have a go.  

 

I love playing with my 

friends in class . My 

favourite subjects are 

History, Writing and 

RE. 

I like being in Wrens 

class. I love the dolls 

house and the role 

play area. I have 

made some great 

friends here. 

Our outside play 

area is the best 

thing about my 

class. 

I love all the painting. 

Mrs McQue puts my 

art on the walls. 

I like Dragon Club 

because we have 

yummy snacks there. I 

feel happy because I 

play with lots of 

children there. 

I like Breakfast Club. 

There is lovely food.  

Mrs Bushnell always 

makes me laugh. 



What our parents say 

about the school. 

“A truly happy school with high 

expectations for the children 

delivered in such an enabling 

way”.  

“Small but Mighty!” 

“Fabulous play-focussed learning 

in reception and year one. 

Learning is fun everyday” 

“The reception children always 

settle so quickly. Having had 2 

children at the school this is 

really impressive and I watch it 

happen every year” 

“I know the teachers want my 

child to succeed both 

academically, socially and 

emotionally. They really help to 

grow the whole child here” 

“KVS makes happy learners. It 

allows them to flourish and 

achieve. A fabulous well rounded 

education” 

Our Wrap Around 

Provision 

Our Wrap Around Care is provided by 

the school and we offer Breakfast Club 

in the morning from 8am and After 

School Club until 5.45pm. It is open to 

all children, from Early Years through to 

Year 6 and is a hub of activity each day with 

arts and crafts, games, sports and much 

more!  

At different stages in their school 

journey, children can also take part in 

our varied after school club programme 

which includes Judo, Netball, Football, 

Art Club and Science Club. 

Keeping our school COVID-19 safe 

Obviously, COVID-19 has had a significant impact on the school 

environment and how we are currently operating. We have two bubbles 

in the school and we are following all necessary Government guidelines 

throughout our school.  

Unfortunately, some of our after school clubs where children mix, our 

assemblies and our school events are on hold until the restrictions are 

relaxed but we will be back to offering our full programme as soon as we 

can! 

Transition from preschool 

We work closely with local pre-schools to 

ensure transition into Kennet Valley goes 

smoothly. We visit the children in their pre-

school before the end of the school year so 

we can find out more about your children 

before they start with us. We also run regular 

‘Stay and Play’ sessions at the school so that 

children really get to know us before they 

start. This a great chance for new parents to 

meet staff and existing parents to talk about 

the school. In addition, we have several 

transition sessions when the children come and 

spend time in the school. Before term starts, 

we run a parent’s information evening where 

you can ask lots questions. In Term One we also 

run a phonics workshop for parents where we 

show you how we teach the children to read and 

spell so you can offer support at home.  

Please come and 

take a look around   

Due to the current COVID-19 

restrictions, we are unable to hold 

open days at school but you are 

very welcome to arrange a time 

to come and have a tour with Mrs 

Russell during the day.   

 Please get in touch. 

Telephone:  

01672 861202 / 01672 861643 

Email:  

admin@kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk 

Address:  

Kennet Valley C of E VA Primary 

School, Lockeridge, Marlborough. 

SN8 4EL  

mailto:admin@kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk

