
 

CURIOSITY   COMPASSION   COURAGE 

GOVERNOR NEWSLETTER - MARCH 2022 
Angharad Hughes and Sanjay Chudasama, were appointed co-vice 
chairs of Governors last June and have really cherished the 
opportunity to work closely with the two chairs of governors and the 
Head Teacher, Mrs Russell, to enhance the children’s school 
experience.   Here is a bit about them: 

As many of you know Angharad, used to teach at 
Kennet Valley, her eldest son Teddy is in Year 3, 
and Digby will join in September. When leaving 
Kennet Valley she was keen to remain part of its 

community; the kindness and kinship it fosters in the children is second to none 
and she is immensely proud to work alongside the teachers to nurture this 
special spirit within our children. 
 

Sanjay is similarly personally invested in the school having Jacob in Year 2 and 
his younger daughter Ava starting in Reception in September. He has really 
relished the fantastic opportunity to be involved in the school and has built his 
understanding of the school’s progress and aspirations, while ensuring that 
Kennet Valley remains on the continuous upward trajectory which has allowed it’s reputation to 

become well known for in the community and within the county.  
 

Angharad’s specialist subject is English and Sanjay’s Science and Design 
Technology. Both have enjoyed working alongside the lead teachers to look into 
ways in which they can support and enhance the teaching and learning of these 
subjects at Kennet Valley. 
 

Whilst doing a writing ‘pupil voice’ tour last term Angharad was delighted to see 
how enthusiastic all the children are. All felt inspired and enthused by story 
writing especially and were extremely proud of what they were achieving. It 
was especially good to see how the school values of Courage, Compassion and 
Curiosity were also being weaved into the teaching subjects and how the 
children were really reflecting on each one of these core principles. 
 

In her capacity as a Wellbeing Coach, she has also been in 
to see a number of pupils, on a one on one basis to talk about what is worrying 
them and to discuss tools and techniques they can use to overcome anxieties. 
This is especially prevalent for those in Year 6, who are facing the often 
daunting prospect of transitioning to secondary school. She has previously, 
and hopes to again, come in to discuss with the Year 6s this transition and to 
see how we can work together to alleviate their concerns.  It has been 
wonderful to see in previous years how well Kennet Valley pupils have 
transitioned into secondary school. The sense of confidence and security in 
their identity, which they gain while at Kennet, seems to give them a secure 
starting block in life that they carry with them for years to come. 
 

Angharad also, in her role as Lay Worship Leader, enjoys coming in to lead 
Collective Worship and Big Thinkers once a week. She says: “It is always a 
delight to be amongst the whole school (especially after Covid years) and to hear the many thought 
provoking and faith filled responses we discuss. My aim within Collective Worship is always to make 
“faith” as accessible to our children as possible, it is a time to take a breath, come to together and tap 
into their “God” whatever this may look like to each individual. Big Thinkers has provided some great 
debate topics this year, including discussions on souls, re-incarnation and last week’s “If a pig could 

talk, would you eat it?” question!” 
 

In addition to being co-vice chair, Sanjay is also the Chair of the Finance 
and Staff sub-committee.  He has been in the finance industry 
profession for over 15 years, this experience has been hugely insightful 
in understanding the schools’ finances and making sure the right 
choices and challenges are made to ensure the sustainability of the 
school and foremost the needs of the children and school are met.  
 

Both relish being a part of this special community, and feel that to be 
able to be in school once again and to connect with the pupils and hear 
their voices, passions and interests to be a real privilege.  

 


